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COPIE  
Community of Practice 

Inclusive Entrepreneurship



Origins 

� 5 years of working together on the Equal Thematic 
Group on Business Creation

� Around 300 hundred experienced partnerships that 
have innovated on the ground. have innovated on the ground. 

� Wide network of 11 managing authorities and 8 
National Thematic Groups that are used to working 
together

� Experience of organising events and workshops at 
events (London, Warsaw, Amsterdam, Hannover)

� Experience of diagnostic tools from elsewhere
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COPIE’s aims

� To build on the work of  funders, practitioners and 
innovators of good practice

� Take key lessons from Equal� Take key lessons from Equal
� To draw on the common strands of work by National 

Thematic Networks, and the European Equal Thematic 
Group 

� Put them into a usable format for policy 
� Take them into the Structural Funds 2007 - 2013



Who?
� Four founding partners: Flanders, Germany, Spain, 

and Portugal plus UK (Wales)
� Other managing authorities – Andalucia, Extremadura, 

Czech Republic, German regions, Wallonia, Greece, Czech Republic, German regions, Wallonia, Greece, 
Netherlands…

BUT THE TARGET IS BROADER
� Local development agencies, regional development 

agencies, 1500 Leader groups, city employment 
departments……+ their respective policy makers.



Tools to take the lessons 
forward

1. An assessment tool to look at the strengths 
and weaknesses of entrepreneurship support 
from the point of view of under-represented from the point of view of under-represented 
groups

2. A linked bank of good practice
3. Action plans for inclusive entrepreneurship 



1 Diagnostic tool

� Look at strengths and weaknesses of enterprise 
support in the four areas of the entrepreneurial 
ladder

� From different points of view – policy makers, 
advisors, users

� 8 target groups (unemployed, women, migrants 
and ethnic minorities, women, 50+,  young people 
with disabilities, social enterprises)







2.772.002.004.003.252.503.384.001.00

The business support available is 
friendly and answers my needs

2.862.004.003.782.252.002.884.002.00

The advice system is easy to access 
and to get around
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2.502.292.143.322.432.212.823.401.43AVERAGE SCORE

2.082.001.003.111.502.502.133.401.00

There are affordable business 
premises with easy to enter 
conditions (short leases, etc)

2.162.002.003.002.001.002.253.002.00

It is possible for me to obtain 
recognition and accreditation for 
training and experience which 
reflects my real skills

2.733.003.003.003.003.002.883.001.00

Specialisedtraining and materials 
are available which meets my needs

2.261.001.003.442.502.503.003.601.00I have had access to a mentor
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2. Linked bank of good practice



WIKIPRENEURSHIP SITE











3.ACTION PLANS

� REPORTS FROM MEMBER STATES 
/REGIONS BASED ON ANALYSIS OF THE 
TOOL .TOOL .

� ALL AVAILABLE ON COPIE WEBSITE















What were the main results?

1. The tool has been tested in 13 regions (importance of 
findings and the process)  and is live in 6 more

– 5 regions in phase 1: Lisbon, Berlin Mitte, Flanders, Asturias, 
WalesWales

– 8 in phase 2: Ireland, Andalucía,, Pais Vasco, Extremadura 
Ustecky Region Czech Republic, Rheiland Pfalz

– More pipeline: Brandenburg, Algarve, N. Portugal 

2. Bank of over 150 good practices
3. On-line web tools
4. Memorandum of understanding (7 MAs)



NEXT STEPS

� STRENGTHENING THE CORE :
� ASSISTANCE TO NEW MEMBERS
� VALIDATION OF THE TOOL
� WEBSITE AND WIKI ENHANCEMENT
� EXCHANGE EVENTS
� ACTION PLANNING
� SUPPORT OF STUDY DOMAINS 



NEXT STEPS

� CREATION OF STUDY DOMAINS :
� ENTERPRISE EDUCATION
� MENTORING ADVICE AND OUTREACH
� QUALITY AND ACCREDITATION 
� ACCESS TO FINANCE 
� GROWING LOCAL AND SOCIAL MARKETS 


